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The purpose of the 
Friends of Mt. Tabor 
Park is to improve and/or 
help maintain Mt. Tabor 
Park for the benefit of 
individuals, organizations 
and the Park Bureau; to 
identify and help solve 
problems; to participate 
in park planning projects. 
We work with the Park 
Bureau, the Mt. Tabor 
Neighborhood Association 
and other community 
and park user groups to 
monitor park use and 
operation, to support 
effective maintenance of 
the park, and to help in the 
successful implementation 
of the parks goals and 
vision as stated in the Mt. 
Tabor Park Master Plan.

The Friends of Mt. Tabor 
Park (FMTP) held its annual 
meeting in the chapel of Western 
Seminary on March 15. Among 
those in attendance was City 
Commissioner Amanda Fritz who 
spoke briefly. The meeting was 
chaired by Beau Russell, the chair 
of FMTP. Board business included 
the re-election of Bing Wong and 
Anne Crispino-Taylor. New board 
members who were elected are 
Deb Hanson, Isabel Johnson, and 
Chris Olinger (see page 6). 

Highlights of the evening 
included the presentation of the 
Friend of the Year award to Dave 
Hillman. Gayle Marechal, who 
presented the award to Dave, 

cited Dave’s many achievements 
in his work with FMTP and on 
behalf of Mt. Tabor Park. Dave 
was deeply moved by the public 
acknowledgement of his work and 
dedication to the park. 

The program for this meeting 
was a presentation and short film 
about the Adult Soap Box Derby, 
an annual summer event in Mt. 
Tabor Park. Kevin Robinson, the 
director of the Adult Soap Box 
Derby spoke about the history of 
the derby and his desire to make 
the event more family friendly 
and safe. Kevin’s talk was followed 
by a short film with footage from 
the derby, and the presentation 
concluded with a Q and A.

Annual Meeting  -Gayle Marechal

Gayle Marachel presents the 
“Friend of the Year” award to 
Dave Hillman

Soapbox Derby organizer 
Kevin Robinson
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On behalf of the Board, I would like 
to express our appreciation for the 
continued support of our members, 
with special thanks for the 
generous giving of some members’ 
donations above and beyond 
basic membership dues. Because 
of membership generosity, the 
Board is able to consider funding 
a number of park improvement 
projects. We thank our members 
for trusting us to manage and 
spend these funds wisely.

For those unaware of it, long-time 
Board member, my Co-Chair, and 
our Weed Warrior coordinator 
Mary Kinnick has stepped down 
after serving the past seven years. 
Her dedication, energy, and 
expertise will be missed. Thank 
you for all you have done for 
FMTP and Mt.Tabor Park, Mary. 

A few highlights so far in 2016:       

• The award winning Friends of 
Mt. Tabor Park Weed Warriors 
working in collaboration with 
PP&R and BES to remove 
invasive plant species and do 
habitat restoration. As of the 
end of June, they have logged a 
formidable 847 volunteer hours. 

• Since opening in November 
2011 the Visitor Center 

continues to exceed all 
expectations by having over 
27,000 visitors. Since January 
and through June, the Visitor 
Center utilized ten different 
volunteers who donated a total 
of 521volunteer hours.

• The Foot Patrol continued to 
keep the park a safe and clean 
place while racking up 534 
volunteer hours through June.

• Reelection of Board members 
Anne Crispino-Taylor and Bing 
Wong to new three-year terms 
and the election of new Board 
members Deb Hansen, Isabel 
Johnson, and Chris Olinger.

• Gayle Marechal and Martrese 
White teamed up to edit and 
produce our summer newsletter.

• The selection of Lise Gervais 
as our new Weed Warrior 
Coordinator

Project Funding:

As previously reported in our 
February newsletter, we have 
funded the installation of a new 
bench near the Visitor Center 
as well as the installation of a 
new drinking fountain between 
the restrooms east of the Visitor 
Center. The construction of a 

new split rail fence, designed to 
prevent soil erosion and allow 
native plants to help stabilize the 
slope south of the playground was 
completed. Also, we have continued 
to increase funding for our part-
time Weed Warrior Stewardship 
Coordinator. Unfortunately, 
due to reorganization of PP&R 
management and staff we have been 
unable to review potential projects 
with Park’s personnel and select 
which to fund. This situation will 
hopefully be resolved this summer.

Finally, although Portland Parks & 
Recreation’s budget situation has 
improved this past year, the park is 
slow to recover from past years of 
decreases and continues to suffer 
from unmet maintenance needs; 
FMTP continues its commitment 
to work closely with PP&R 
personnel to identify how FMTP 
can best help with its support, 
through efforts by volunteers and 
the investment of FMTP funds in 
park improvement projects, and in 
other ways. So, if you are interested 
in joining us, please contact one 
of our coordinators: Lise Gervais 
(Weed Warriors), Dave Hillman 
(Visitor center), or Dennis Puetz 
(Foot Patrol) at 503-512-0816 or 
taborfriends@gmail.com

From the Chair – Beau Russell
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A Fond Farewell to Mary Kinnick -Lise Gervais
On June 6, Weed Warriors and guests celebrated Mary 
Kinnick’s years of dedication to the Weed Warriors 
with a party at Caldera Public House. Alexa Todd 
arranged the event and was  in attendance as were 
Susan Hawes, Johannes Venghaus, Louie Guerrero, and 
Lynn Barlow from Parks; Naomi Tsurumi from BES; 
Stasia Honnold, crew leaders, FMTP board members, 
and others, all whom gathered to celebrate Mary’s 
tireless contribution to the Weed Warriors.

Bing Wong presented Mary with a framed photo that 
he took at Mt. Tabor, a beautifully detailed shot of 
a bald eagle perched on a mossy branch. Beau and 
Nancy presented Mary with a number of presents from 
the board, including a book on crafting with cat hair. 
Lise made a basket for Mary from locally sourced, 
Mt. Tabor ivy vines, and Alexa is working on a bound 
photo album of pictures that she and other Weed 
Warriors have taken at Mt. Tabor. Thank you, Mary, for 
your years of hard work on behalf of Mt. Tabor Park.

Please see the May issue of the Southeast Examiner 
for an in-depth profile of Mary.

At the midpoint of our membership year, there have been ninety separate contributions. Since some 
contributions are made in the name of more than one person, the actual number of members is significantly 
higher than ninety. 

Donors giving at least $25.00 are placed in categories named for trees. There are twenty-two Lindens ($25.00 
to $49.99), twenty-six Red Leaf Maples ($50.00 to $99.99), nineteen Alders ($100.00 to $249.99), and three 
Madrones ($250.00 to $499.99). The names of these
donors will be listed in the winter newsletter.

FMTP now accepts membership donations through the 
Square Online Store. For the 2016 membership year, 
sixteen donors made use of this system to make their 
contribution. Since this is one-sixth of the total number, 
this new method of payment looks like a success.

Membership Report and Dues -Suzanne McCarthy

http://southeastexaminer.com/2016/05/locally-famous-naturalist/
https://squareup.com/market/FMTP-Shop
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New PP&R 
Stewardship Coordinator
Friends of Mt. Tabor Park and Weed Warriors bid farewell to Susan 
Hawes, the longtime nature stewardship coordinator for Mt. Tabor 
Park. Her replacement is Isabel LaCourse (right). Isabel’s passion has 
been helping people connect with the world around them and reap the 
benefits of nature-based education for over sixteen years. Isabel played 
roles in diverse formal and informal educational settings, including 
experience as the Garden Educator at Sabin School in NE Portland, 
a para-educator working with students with special needs, and as a 
trainer for Multnomah County Sheriff ’s Office Search and Rescue. For 
the past three years, she has been working as Tualatin Riverkeepers’ 
Environmental Education Coordinator. Isabel began her career as a volunteer with Portland Public Schools 
Title VII Indian Education Program where she helped kindergarten through fifth graders connect with Native 
American culture through land and plant-based learning. The common thread of her work is to give students 
of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds the opportunity to discover the value of nature through hands-on 
experiences.

Friends of Mt. Tabor Park and Weed Warriors welcomes Isabel and looks forward to working with her to 
continue to improve the health of the park. You can reach Isabel at 503-729-0318 or Isabel.LaCourse@
PortlandOregon.gov

PDX Adult Soapbox Derby 2016
Portland’s PDX Adult Soap Box Derby is a 100 + volunteer-fueled community event which has traditionally 
been held the third Saturday of August. This year’s event returns for the twentieth time on August 20, 2016, 
starting at 10 a.m. in Mt. Tabor Park. Come join in the fun as dozens of teams help propel their vehicles down 
the curves and straightaways of the race course. 

The Adult Soap Box Derby pits grown-up kids against each other to test their skills–artistic, athletic, mechanical, 
and otherwise. Mt. Tabor is once again thrilled to have its spine tickled by derby participants, each of whom has 
designed and assembled his/her own downhill racer in which to pursue high speeds and/or big laughs.

Prizes for speed, engineering, fan-favorites, and 
lifetime achievement are handed out to deserving 
daredevils, who bravely careen down the course 
in vehicles ranging from streamlined, lacquered, 
wooden one-man bombers to fully-packed Scooby 
Doo Dream Machine doppelgängers. This is a fun-
filled event for kids and the young-at-heart alike. Put 
the date on your calendar!

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! If you’d like to assist 
with this popular event, please fill out an online form 
or email volunteer@soapboxracer.com. Photo by Jason DeSomer Photography

https://fs19.formsite.com/mttaborsoapboxracer/volunteer2016/index.html
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The Friends of Mt. Tabor Park 
Weed Warriors have seen a lot 
of changes in the last year. At the 
beginning of the year, Alexa Todd 
left the position of Stewardship 
Coordinator and Stasia Honnold 
took over. In June, Mary Kinnick 
passed the baton of Weed Warrior 
leadership to Lise Gervais, who 
has been trying to fill Mary’s 
very big shoes. Luckily, we have 
a lot of wonderful people to help, 
including Mary, our crew leaders, 
and Johannes Venghaus. 

Changes are also happening at 
both Portland Parks and at the 
Bureau of Environmental Services. 
Responsibilities are now divided 
by watersheds, and Susan Hawes, 

our invaluable longtime partner 
for work parties, now works only 
in the Johnson Creek Watershed. 
Luckily, we have a knowledgeable 
new liaison at Parks, Isabel 
LaCourse. In a recent walk around 
the park with Isabel and park 
ecologist Mart Hughes, Mart 
showed us some of the areas that 
have been worked in, and told us 
about the restoration projects he’d 
like to see in the future. We look 
forward to working with Isabel to 
continue to maintain and improve 
the health of the park.

The Weed Warriors’ BES 
connection, Naomi Tsurumi, 
was reassigned to the west side of 
Portland. Stepping into her place 

is our new BES liaison Colleen 
Mitchell. She attended our crew 
leader training in early spring, 
outlining BES’s involvement at 
Mt. Tabor for new crew leaders. 
Colleen attended April’s work 
party with her daughter’s scout 
troop. Colleen, Isabel, and Stasia 
are welcome additions to the team, 
though Alexa, Naomi, Susan and 
Mary will be greatly missed. We 
were glad to see Naomi at our 
Halloween work party-- which 
was also Alexa’s last. Even in this 
changing landscape, Friends of Mt. 
Tabor Park Weed Warriors and 
our many partners will continue to 
work hard to keep our park healthy 
and beautiful.

Weed Warriors News -Lise Gervais & Zosia Lynch

Lise, Stacia, and Alexa 
at the Visitor Center
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Meet Our New Board Members -Gayle Marechal

The Friends of Mt. Tabor Park board has three new 
members (below) who were elected at the March 
2016 meeting. The newest board members are Deb 
Hanson, Isabel Johnson, and Chris Olinger, all of 
whom bring a variety of experiences to the board, 
further strengthening the leadership of FMTP.

Deb Hanson is a freelance writer, an educator, 
a volunteer, and an adventurer. Originally from 
North Carolina, Deb spent thirty-three years 
sharing her love for nature with people of all ages 
as an environmental educator, wildlife biologist, 
and science teacher in Florida. Winner of the 
US Presidential Award for Science Teaching and 
Audubon Conservation Educator of the Year, Deb 
continues to seek avenues to use her talents and 
inspire her interests. After moving to Oregon in 
2014, she completed the Oregon Master Naturalist 
Certification program and began volunteering 
with the FMTP Weed Warriors and The Nature 
Conservancy. In her spare time, she can be found 
wandering the Oregon coast, trekking trails around 
Mt. Hood, or drinking craft beer in a Portland pub.

Isabel Johnson has lived in Portland since 1998 and 
in the Mt. Tabor neighborhood since 2002. She lives 
with her partner Brad and their toddler, Everett. 
The park has long been a favorite place for Isabel to 
exercise and walk, and she now spends time with her 
son in the playgrounds. Isabel is a Certified Public 
Accountant (CPA) and after eight years spent at two 
local accounting firms, she started her own small 
tax practice in 2014. As a new board member, she is 
looking forward to serving the community.

Chris Olinger has been an active crew leader with 
FMTP’s Weed Warriors since 2012. He’s worked 
for a variety of private-sector unions dealing with 
the garment, textile, hospitality, grocery, and other 
industries in New York City, San Francisco, and the 
mid-Atlantic region. He also has experience assisting 
workers form unions and with assisting existing 
union members with bargaining and other collective 
activities throughout the United States and Canada.

The board welcomes these new members and looks 
forward to many fruitful years of working together to 
improve Mt. Tabor Park.

Isabel Johnson Chris Olinger

Deb Hanson
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Trees,Trees,Trees: We Got ‘Em All 
 -Julia Stevenson

One of the most astoundingly underappreciated aspects 
of Mt. Tabor Park is the sheer diversity of the park’s tree 
population. Ranging from Western Red Cedar to Japanese 
Cherry to Southern Magnolia, Mt. Tabor Park has fifty-
seven different species of trees. The Friends of Mt. Tabor 
Park publishes a free guide to the different trees (pictured 
at left), which is available at the Visitor Center and on our 
website. Mt. Tabor is also home to two heritage trees, a 
Giant Sequoia and a Bigleaf Linden, both on the west side 
of the park. Trees are considered ‘heritage’ trees for their 
size, age, or historical/natural importance, and Mt. Tabor’s 
towering Sequoia and Bigleaf Linden fit the bill.

Stop by the Visitor Center to learn more about Mt. Tabor’s 
natural history! Also, join Bob Rogers (pictured far left)
the third Sunday of every month at 2:00 p.m. in the Visitor 
Center for a tree I.D. walk around the park. The walk takes 
place rain or shine, stay as long as you wish.

Summit Restroom Update -Martrese White
Thank you to everyone who voted for the Parks Replacement Bond! These much-needed funds are allowing the 
project to repair and reopen the summit restroom at Mt. Tabor Park to move forward.

What’s happening? The project is to restore the restrooms (plumbing and electrical systems, sewer line, 
lighting, roof, and seismic upgrades) while maintaining their historic character. When the work is completed, 
there will be a single use restroom on either side with a toilet, sink, and hand dryer. The restroom on the left-
hand side (when facing restroom) will be ADA accessible. Work is anticipated to be complete by Summer 2017.

Type II Land Use Review – in early May 2017, (depending on BDS’s schedule), a notice will be mailed to 
nearby neighborhoods and property owners. There will be a 21-day comment period. This review is required 
because the summit restroom is part of the historic designation of Mt. Tabor Park. Please contact PP&R if you 
have questions upon receipt of the notice.

Tree Removal – the Urban Forestry Arborist assigned to this 
project has identified a Doug Fir tree located near the left-
hand side door to the restroom that needs to removed (no 
date set yet for removal). Unfortunately, this tree has been 
infested by bark beetles and cannot be saved. It could impact 
other healthy trees if left, and its removal also allows for the 
restroom to be ADA accessible. The tree will be replaced 
by new trees – exact species and locations have not been 
identified yet.

http://media.wix.com/ugd/91bb26_94b0eb3766c24c72b8cafbf19091c300.pdf
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The Mt. Tabor area is brimming with many talented 
artists who work in a wide range of mediums. Anyone 
who has toured local studios during the annual spring 
Mt. Tabor Art Walk can attest to the abundance 
of talent in our area. One such talent is Georgina 
Ottaviano, a local bookbinder and watercolor artist 
with whom we chatted during this year’s Art Walk:

Tell us about your history in the Mt. Tabor 
neighborhood, and in Portland.

I moved to Portland in 1987. Originally from 
Connecticut, I spent a few years early in my career 
as a Registered Nurse in Los Angeles, where I 
desperately missed the beauty of New England. I 
discovered Portland as a perfect alternative with 
all the benefits of a manageable city, four seasons 
(including a mild winter), and a thriving art 
community.  We moved to our current 1911 home, in 
the Mt. Tabor neighborhood in 1996. 

Please elaborate on your interest and involvement 
in Mt. Tabor Park.

Since moving to Portland, I have always spent time 
in Mt. Tabor Park and attended park events such 
as bike races, concerts, watching the fireworks, and 
cheering on our sons cross country running events 
with Franklin High School. As I started sketching in 
the park and talking with Dave Hillman in the Visitor 
Center, my appreciation for the park has grown. I 
have new understanding of the history of the park 

and all the hard work of the many folks who keep the 
park maintained as such a treasured oasis. 

Tell us about your artwork.

I create blank journals using traditional techniques 
and materials. My book covers are colorful and 
unique, made with decorative papers from Japan, 
Italy, Nepal and India. I also use my own hand 
marbled papers. The inside pages of my books are 
artist’s quality 100% cotton, acid free papers for 
drawing, writing and other media. Each book is 
finished with an inside pocket and a vintage or 
unusual button closure.

I also love to sketch and paint with ink and 
watercolors. I keep a sketchbook journal and attempt 
to draw everyday. Turning some of my sketches done 
in Mt. Tabor Park into postcards has been a fun way 
to share my appreciation of the beauty of the park.

How long have you been using watercolors and 
making journals? Are you self-taught, or did you 
attend art school?

I bound my first books in an elective course in 
college and have been interested in the art ever since, 
developing my own style. I’ve been learning the 
unique medium of watercolor painting over the last 
several years. I enjoy the magic and unpredictability 
of the interaction of water and pigment on paper. 

Local Artist Profile: Georgina Ottaviano  
 -Martrese White

(continued on next page)

Georgina holds a sample of 
her handmade journals. Her 
watercolor post cards are for 
sale at the park Visitor Center.

The inside cover of a 
handmade journal

http://www.mttaborartwalk.com/Pages/default.aspx
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I continue to sharpen my skills in both of these favorite 
arts through classes in and around Portland, and lots  
of practice.

What are the thought processeses, inspiration, and 
motivation behing your artwork?

I find inspiration for my watercolors from the natural 
world and everyday beauty around me. There is always 
something to draw whether my breakfast, the birds and 
foliage in the park, or a cloudy Portland sky. 

My motivation to create art journals started by my 
desire for a sketchbook filled with paper I most enjoy 
using. Creating my own books gave me the opportunity 
to refresh my bookbinding skills  and play with my 
collection of decorative papers. I made a few journals 
for family and friends and soon was inundated with 

requests for more, leading to my participation in the 
Mt. Tabor Art Walk held every spring in the Mt. Tabor 
neighborhood.

Do you have other favorite hobbies or talents?

When I’m not sketching or binding books, I enjoy my 
bicycle commute to work, reading, knitting, weaving, 
quilting, camping and hiking. You will also find me 
tending our small plot at the Mt. Tabor Community 
Garden.

Any other information you think our members would 
like to know? 

I plan to participate as an artist in the 2017 Mt. Tabor 
Art Walk. My postcards of the park are for sale in the 
Mt. Tabor Park Visitor Center, and I can be reached at 
ottavg@comcast.net.

Wilamme Week readers ranked Mt. Tabor Park’s off-leash 
dog park as second to Thousand Acre Dog Park, and we 
received Honorable Mention for “Best Place to Run!”



10

This edition features Carol 
Baumann and Larry Duckwall, a 
couple who moved to Northeast 
Portland from Oakland, California 
when they retired as librarians 
in 2009. They joined the Friends 
of Mt. Tabor Park in 2011 and 
became members of the Foot 
Patrol. They’ve also enjoyed 
helping out in the parking lot 
during the summer concert series. 
Larry started volunteering in the 
Visitor Center on Friday mornings 
soon after it opened, and Carol 
took over ordering the T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, hats, and magnets that 
the Visitor Center sells. Carol has 
also helped out with some of the 
Weed Warrior Saturday events, 
and she coordinated the pie sales 
at the summer concerts in 2015.

Both Carol and Larry find the park 
to be beautiful and unique with its 
huge trees, hilly terrain, walking 
paths, caldera, and gorgeous 
reservoirs. For them, the park is 
a truly “magical place.”  They see 
the park as having something 
for almost everyone. Hikers, dog 
walkers, and picnickers as well 
as basketball, tennis, volleyball, 
horseshoe players, and couples 
getting married can all find what 
they are looking for here.

People often ask Carol and Larry 
why they chose to come to Portland 
when they retired. The answer 
is fairly simple. They wanted a 
change. They’d both been in the 
Bay Area for nearly forty years. 
Larry had been a librarian with 
the Alameda County Library for 
his entire thirty-five year career. 
Carol’s professional journey had 
a little more variety; she started 
at San Francisco Public Library 
in 1974, then moved on to the 
Alameda County Library where 
she met Larry in 1978. She then 
spent the last twenty years of her 
career as Systems Manager and 
Reference Librarian at Chabot 
College in Hayward, CA. Both 
had specific requirements for 
a retirement destination. They 
wanted a “real city” with good 
weather, bookstores, libraries, 
museums, theaters, restaurants, and 
parks, and they wanted the city to 
be reasonably close to the ocean, 
mountains, and desert. They also 
wanted to be close enough to the 
Bay Area so that they could keep 
up long time friendships there and 
easily visit the cabin they’d built 
in 1991 in Sonoma County north 
of San Francisco. Their choices 
were Portland or Seattle; they liked 
Seattle but love Portland, and here 
they are.

Since coming to Portland, they’ve 
enjoyed getting to know the city, 
mostly through walking and using 
public transportation. When they 
do take the car out it has been 
to explore the coast and eastern 
Oregon. Mt. St. Helens is at the top 
of their list to visit.

Larry really enjoys his weekly 
volunteer shift at the Visitor Center. 

It’s fun to sell the t-shirts and hats, 
etc., but what he really likes is 
meeting the people who come in. 
If they’re from Portland, they’ll 
tell him their stories about coming 
to the park as children, teens, and 
adults. If they’re from somewhere 
else, he gets them to put a pin 
in the visitors’ map and tell him 
what it’s like where they come 
from. Wherever they’re from, they 
always seem to like Bob’s tree map 
and sometimes they’ll buy a hat. 
Other than time spent at Mt. Tabor 
Larry likes walking, reading, travel, 
movies, plays, dining out, and 
spending time with friends.

Carol has been interested in 
learning about and growing native 
plants for at least thirty years. 
When she lived in the Bay Area, 
she volunteered with a group that 
helped teachers design curriculum 
around the environmental study 
of stream ecology in Marin 
and Sonoma Counties. The 
culmination of two years of study 
for the students would be a day 
of hands-on restoration work in a 
stream bed which was on a farm or 
public park land. Since late 2009, 
Carol has been volunteering every 
Tuesday at the Metro Native Plant 
Center. The rarer native plants are 
grown there from seed for use in 
restoring the land that Metro has 
purchased in the past few years 
with bond money.

Carol and Larry very much enjoy 
being part of the Friends of Mt. 
Tabor Park, the Foot Patrol, and 
Visitor Center, but the best part 
of their new lives in Portland is 
the wonderful people with whom 
they’ve become good friends.

Meet the Members         -Dennis Puetz
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For anyone interested in nature in the great 
Northwest, here’s a great book for your personal 
reference library. It is exactly what the subtitle says – 
a month by month guide to nature-watching. I like 
that it is easy to read, easy to use, contains maps, and 
highlights the phenology of the Northwest.

As a nature-watcher, one of the things that has always 
cemented my connection to a place is learning – 
through personal experience 
and over time – the seasonal 
changes and patterns of plants 
and animals. The key to that is 
being out in nature a lot and 
witnessing both the dramatic 
and subtle shifts in animal 
behaviors, plant life cycles, 
and weather. In Florida, over 
many years of observation and 
note-taking on the same trails, 
I got really good at knowing 
when something was about to 
happen or when something 
was happening sooner or later 
than usual. I was connected 
to that place like no other. I 
felt a kinship with the plants, 
animals, and habitat. I knew 
their rhythms and cycles.

Here in Oregon, I’m just beginning to learn those 
patterns over time and in place, especially at Mt. 
Tabor Park. This book articulates someone else’s 
phenological experience in Oregon and helps me 
understand what I’m witnessing as I learn about 
Oregon’s plants and animals.

The book is organized beautifully. As an example, 
the chapter on May covers Spring, Malheur in 

May, Songbird Migration, and Newts. Each of 
those sections includes a description of the topic/
phenomenon followed by a list of “Best Bets,” which 
are specific instructions for where, when, and how to 
go out and witness the phenomenon in each of the 
three geographic areas: Oregon, Washington, and 
British Columbia. Mt. Tabor Park is listed as one of 
the “Best Bets” for witnessing songbird migration.

Near the end of each chapter 
there is a section called “Nature 
Nuggets,” which includes short 
descriptions of things you might 
see just about anywhere in 
the Pacific Northwest, such as 
spittlebugs and millipedes, during 
that month. Davis concludes 
with a section called “A Closer 
Look” in which he gives an in-
depth description of some special 
subject relative to the month.

This is a book that invites one 
to get outdoors in all kinds of 
weather to see for herself the 
seasonal treasures that make the 
Pacific Northwest so special. It 
also teaches why things happen 
when they do and gives context 
for the seasonal changes I have 

already witnessed and recorded in my wanderings 
around Oregon. For those of us trying to develop our 
senses of place in the Northwest or those just wanting 
to learn more about nature’s cycles, this book gives us 
a jump-start.

The Northwest Nature Guide: Where to Go and What 
to See Month by Month in Oregon,Washington, and 
British Columbia is available at Powell’s.

Book Review:
The Northwest Nature Guide: Where to Go and What to See 
Month by Month in Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia  
by James Luther Davis. -Deb Hanson

http://www.powells.com/book/northwest-nature-guide-where-to-go-what-to-see-month-by-month-in-oregon-washington-british-columbia-9780881928679
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A Different Perspective
As the force behind the Mt. Tabor Park Visitor Center, Dave Hillman 
meets many different people and works with a variety of volunteers. One 
such volunteer is Julia Stevenson (right). Dave says the following about 
Julia: “Julia started as a volunteer while a student at Central Catholic 
High School and has just completed her first year at the University 
of Portland as an environmental studies major.” Julia has written the 
following about the park.

I asked several friends about their thoughts on Mt. Tabor Park:

Q: Where is your favorite spot in the park? 

“Right above the reservoirs where everyone’s watching the sunset.” –Will

“A specific bench that overlooks the top of the biggest reservoir.” –Abby

“The area with the spinny things and swings and stuff.” –Tiegan

“At the top of the park under the trees or the area above the big reservoir.” –Blair

Q: Fortunately, Mt. Tabor’s reservoirs will not be emptied, as was proposed. If they had been emptied, 
what would you have filled them with?

“A skate park! Or a community garden, a swimming pool, or a big hot tub.” –Will

“I’d make it a space for dogs.” –Abby

“It could be turned into a huge garden.” –Doug

“Fill it back up with water and put in glow-in-the-dark algae!” –Blair

AUGUST 9
FMTP Annual 
Potluck Picnic
Tuesday, August 9,  
5:30 p.m.–7:30 p.m.
Picnic Area A
Join your fellow FMTP members at this 
fun annual event, which will include 
yummy food and beverages, door prizes, 
and the latest FMTP news. Bring a dish to 
share and enjoy an evening in the park.

OCTOBER 16
Tar ‘n’ Trail 5k/10k 
Walk/Run
Sunday, October 16,  
9:00 a.m.
Picnic Area A
100% of entry fees go to FMTP! Organized 
by board member Anne Crispino-Taylor, this 
family-friendly event is a fun way to be healthy 
while helping the park. Register online or 
contact Anne at anniect@ymail.com.S
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http://ultrasignup.com/register.aspx?did=38663

